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Rescuing Salukis from the Middle East is prov-
ing to be a challenging yet worthwhile endeavor Tand
one ylled with surprises. We have received quite a few
comments from people both against and in favor of the
operation, with the pros far outnumbering the cons. Just
to be sure we were serving the Saluki community in the
most advantageous way possible, we used our annual
fundraising drive to renew STOLA Buddy support to
include a separate request for Middle Eastern Saluki
Funding. In essence, we asked people to vote with their
checkbooks. If people wished to support U.S. Saluki
rescue they could donate to that cause. If they wished
to support rescuing Salukis from the Middle East, they
could support that cause. Or, they could support both.
We set up separate funding for each rescue category so
that public support would dictate how we would pro-
ceed.

Well - the response in support of aiding rescue
Salukis from the Middle East has been staggering. We
have received an outpouring of supportive letters and
e-mails accompanied by very generous donations in
support of the Middle Eastern rescue operation. In fact,
the ME Fund has received more donations than the U.S.
Fund. Those not in favor of aiding the Middle Eastern
Salukis are concerned that an inpux of dogs in the U.S.
will bring problems. We have replied that these Salu-
kis are being sent to the U.S. anyway, with or without
STOLAGs help. If we do not intervene, they will go to
questionable firescueo groups who are thinly disguised
puppy mills or to groups who do not know how to
properly care for or place Salukis. By working closely
with these Middle Eastern groups we have been able
to limit the numbers entering the U.S. and to ensure
that the ones who do arrive will be properly cared for
and will be neutered so they will not compromise U.S.
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breeding and will not be fodder for puppy millers.

Right after our annual fund-raising letter went
in the mail we learned the awful news that the animal
shelter in Qatar had burned to the ground. All the dogs
were saved, but the cats did not survive. This, of course,
has put an even greater burden on the need to ynd suit-
able homes for Salukis.

We are curently working to bring an abandoned
Saluki mother and her pups from Bahrain, as well as
four pups from Qatar and an additional pup, Mitch,
found abandoned at a garbage dump, a place no Saluki
shound have to live. Mitch is currently in foster care
awating transport to the U.S. He is an adorable and lov-
ing pup who, like the others waiting in line, deserves a
chance at a decent life.



Questions, Questions, Questions

As might be expected, we get a lot of questions about rescue, adoptions, Saluki health care, training, and so on.
Some of the questions come up again and again, so we thought we would take the time to address them in print.

Here are some of the most common:

HOW DO | KNOW IT0S A REAL SALUKI?

STOLA occasionally ynds itself in a quandry. Is this
a pure bred Saluki or not? How do we determine the
dogts background? We have access to no registration
papers and in most cases, these Salukis come to us
through shelters. We have no idea of their parentage.
We have had cases where Salukis have been turned
over to STOLA via animal control authorities or in
one instance, a court ordered animal surrender. These
Salukis were most probably registered or the sire/dam
was registered, but without registrations, we cannot be
100% sure that the Salukis surrendered to us are/were
purebred Salukis.

We make it plain to potential adopters that STOLA
cannot guarantee the authenticity of the Salukis that
we place as unquestionably 100% a purebred Saluki. If
an adopter wants an AKC registered Saluki we always
refer these folks to breeders and we explain why we
have no access to AKC registered Salukis.

STOLA places Saluki rescues. We do not sell Salukis,
we rescue them from abusive or neglectful situations
or from shelters where they are likely to be euthanized.
Our adoption donation of $250 does not begin to cover
the expenses incurred. On average each Saluki we
rescue costs between $750 to $1000 for veterinary
care, so we must make up the difference by constant
fund raising. Most potential adopters realize that
we are a rescue group, not breeders. They know
that we take the Salukis on an fias iso basis, provide
them with veterinary medical care, grooming and
lots of socializtion before considering them ready
for placement. Rescue Salukis may be turned over
to STOLA for many reasons: because their owner
could no longer care for them or has died; or they have
been wandering the streets for days or even weeks; or
an animal control facility who has conyscated Salukis
from an undesirable living situation seeks out STOLA
for appropriate placement.

The physical appearance of Salukis can vary greatlyT
feathered, smooth, square in body, longer in body,
heavy boned, small boned, pendulum ears, airplane
ears, English lines versus American lines versus Middle
Eastern lines all having variations which can impact the
dppeararice.

Sometimes, all we have is a photograph from a shelter
to go on as to whether or not to accept a Saluki from
imminent death. Sometimes, those photographs
are taken from odd angles or in less than optimum
conditions which make identivcation difvcullt. We
submit each photograph to a team of experienced
Saluki owners/breeders for their opinions prior to
accepting a questionable dog - but sometimes we have
only an hour or two to make a decision.

STOLAGS criteria is really quite simple: if the dog
we bring into our database looks like a Saluki and
acts like a Saluki then we will take this dog into our
caseload database as a Saluki, and we will place this
dog as a Saluki. If we are in doubt and think the dog
may be a mix, then we will use private funding to
provide care prior to placement. Some people have
asked, iHow do you know this is a Saluki?00And we
say 1 How do you know he or she isnit a Saluki?o
With the number of variables in lines from different
countries, determining with pinpoint accuracy a dogos
genetic background without expensive genetic testing,
is extremely difycult, if not impossible. This is why we
are very clear with potential adopters that we do our
very best to ensure that the Saluki is purebred, but we
are not in the business of breeding - our mission is to
save lives, to give second chances - and if we have to
make a split second decision to give a beautiful, loving
animal the chance at a good home, we will choose that
path.






